QUESTIONS:
REFER TO THE FOLLOWING LINK:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mW9uREaO6pk
1. DISCUSS THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SPIRIT OF BABYLON FROM THE BOOK OF DANIEL.
2. DISCUSS MORE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SPIRIT OF BABYLON FROM LAMENTATIONS 4 AND 5
ASSIGNMENT
DISCUSS CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SPIRIT OF BABYLON FROM REVELATION 17 AND THE BOOK OF NAHUM
ANSWERS:
1. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SPIRIT OF BABYLON FROM THE BOOK OF DANIEL.
Babylon means confusion – J.B.Jackson
Neb u chad nez'zar -   Confusing the lord of treasure: prophesy, the earthen vessel is   -  preserved
Neb u chad rez'zar - Confusion of the abode of treasure: prophesy, the seer's vessel is   - preserved
TRUE CHURCH – ZION – HAS THE HOLY SPIRIT
FALSE CHURCH – BABYLON – SPIRIT OF CONFUSION
BABYLON IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IS A PICTURE OF THE FALSE CHURCH.
Dan 1:1-8
1In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.
2And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the articles of the house of God, which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the articles into the treasure house of his god.
3Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to bring some of the children of Israel and some of the king's descendants and some of the nobles,
4young men in whom there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick to understand, who had ability to serve in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the language and literature of the Chaldeans.
5And the king appointed for them a daily provision of the king's delicacies and of the wine which he drank, and three years of training for them, so that at the end of that time they might serve before the king.
6Now from among those of the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.
7To them the chief of the eunuchs gave names: he gave Daniel the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-Nego.
8But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.(NKJ)
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SPIRIT OF BABYLON.
1. BESIEGES JERUSALEM
This is a symbol of captivity. Babylon is antagonistic to Jerusalem.
1In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.
Nebuchadnezzar surrounded and captured the city of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is the picture of the church (Rev. 21)
SIGNS OF CAPTIVITY:
CONVICTION OF INACCURATE LOCATION
ABSENCE OF JOY
POVERTY
TYRANNICAL LEADERSHIP
IDOLATRY
VULNERABILITY
ECCLESIASTICAL BONDAGE
STAGNATION
AMPLIFICATION
CONVICTION OF INACCURATE LOCATION
4How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a foreign land?(NKJ)
You cannot sing the songs of Zion from the position of Babylon.
ABSENCE OF JOY
we wept
2We hung our harps upon the willows in the midst of it.
POVERTY
The gold is in the head. This is a system in which only those in leadership enjoy material prosperity.
TYRANNICAL LEADERSHIP
Nebuchadnezzar is a dictator not a father.
IDOLATRY
You have to follow the instructions of the prison authorities. THIS IS THE CULTURE OF AN INMATE.
It will pressure you into conformity. The captivity is maintained with threats.
Threaten you with the fire and the lions to assimilate its culture of idolatry.
THE THREAT OF FIRE.
Dan 3:1-3
1Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its width six cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.
2And King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to gather together the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
3So the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered together for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.(NKJ)
Dan 3:4-6
4Then a herald cried aloud: "To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages,
5"that at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, you shall fall down and worship the gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up;
6"and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace."(NKJ)
THE THREAT OF LIONS
Dan 6:7
"All the governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps, the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to establish a royal statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions.(NKJ)
THE PRESSURE OF ELITE WORSIPPERS.
The satraps and those in leadership were bowing down – captives were disempowered – they were pressured into worship.
The governing leaders may change but the captivity spreads trans-generationally from Babylon to Medo Persia to Greece to Roman – it is nevertheless the same spirit of captivity. The new culture is idolatry.
· WORSHIP THE IMAGE THAT IS 60 CUBITS – SYMBOL OF HUMANISM AND CARNALITY.
· WORSHIP THE GOLD – MONEY MADNESS.
· MUSIC MADNESS
Dan 6:13
So they answered and said before the king, "That Daniel, who is one of the captives from Judah, does not show due regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day."(NKJ)
Although you excel, you are still a captive.
ARE YOU IN CAPTIVITY?
SEE THE BOOK OF NAHUM
The institutional church is built with captives.
It maintains its strength through the threat of fire – hell and demons (lions). Its strength is not built on love. An institution cannot love you.
VULNERABILITY
All the power is in the head. The image of Nebuchadnezzar reflects that all the value is in the head and progressively devalues. This is hierarchical leadership.
ECCLESIASTICAL BONDAGE
Ps 137:1-4
1By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept when we remembered Zion.
2We hung our harps upon the willows in the midst of it.
3For there those who carried us away captive asked of us a song, and those who plundered us requested mirth, saying, "Sing us one of the songs of Zion!"
4How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a foreign land?(NKJ)
The sitting position is a position of religious bondage.
STAGNATION
This spirit wishes to cut off the influence of the true church. It surrounds the church allowing no one to come into the house and no one is sent out. It strangles the resources of the church holding the believers captive. IT STAGNATES ALL MINISTRY. 
2. ABOLISHES APOSTOLIC CULTURE
2And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the articles of the house of God, which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the articles into the treasure house of his god.
The articles refer to the Candlestick, Table of Shewbread and Golden Altar of incense.
These articles are symbols of the four pillars of an apostolic culture outlined in Acts 2:42.
The articles were brought into the treasure house of Babylon. The spirit of Babylon recognizes the treasures of Acts 2:42 – she wants these hidden from the church. She dismantles the order of these treasures but uses them for her pleasure. So in Babylon you may see the elements of Acts 2:42 and be deceived into thinking that the elements are still operational according to the design of God. Babylon’s prayer meetings are for her own advantage.
Dan 5:1-4
1Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his lords, and drank wine in the presence of the thousand.
2While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave the command to bring the gold and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple which had been in Jerusalem, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them.
3Then they brought the gold vessels that had been taken from the temple of the house of God which had been in Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them.
4They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone. (NKJ)
They feast with the Lord’s vessels but it is not the Lord’s Table.
BABYLON HAS COUNTERFEITS:
2.1    INSTEAD OF APOSTLES DOCTRINE YOU HAVE THE LITERATURE OF THE CHALDEANS – A 3 YEAR COURSE.
3Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to bring some of the children of Israel and some of the king's descendants and some of the nobles,
4young men in whom there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick to understand, who had ability to serve in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the language and literature of the Chaldeans.
5And the king appointed for them a daily provision of the king's delicacies and of the wine which he drank, and three years of training for them, so that at the end of that time they might serve before the king.
2.2 INSTEAD OF FELLOWSHIP YOU HAVE CAPTIVITY – YOUR FELLOW INMATE – By the rivers of Babylon…
2.3 INSTEAD OF BREAKING OF BREAD YOU HAVE FOOD OFFERED TO IDOLS.
5And the king appointed for them a daily provision of the king's delicacies and of the wine which he drank, and three years of training for them, so that at the end of that time they might serve before the king.
2.4 INSTEAD OF PRAYER YOU HAVE TO BOW TO AN IDOL. The prayers are idolatrous.
Dan 3:1-2
1Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its width six cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.
2And King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to gather together the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. (NKJ)
Dan 3:4-6
4Then a herald cried aloud: "To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages,
5"that at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, you shall fall down and worship the gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up;
6"and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace."(NKJ)
3. BANISHMENT FROM ACCURATE LOCATIONS.
Israel suffered a change of location for seventy years – from Jerusalem to Babylon.
Je ru’sa lem - Dual peace shall be taught: lay (set) ye double peace
Jerusalem, vision of peace (Hitchcock)

Babylon means confusion.
From peace to confusion.
This is symbolic of a shift to confusion. Confusion means disorientation for time, place and person.
Israel could not celebrate the feasts of Israel in Babylon. They could not celebrate the times of God in Babylon – this is equal to missing the visitations of God in His “Kairoses”.
Those under this spirit have no understanding of the current moves of God in the earth. They live in the past and have no concept of the proceeding word of God.
4. YOKE OF ASHPENAZ
3Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to bring some of the children of Israel and some of the king's descendants and some of the nobles,
4young men in whom there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick to understand, who had ability to serve in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the language and literature of the Chaldeans.
Ash’pe naz - I will make prominent the sprinkled
Babylon will bring you under the influence of the master of eunuchs.  Babylon wants to make you a eunuch – symbol of a weak man, a person that has lost dominion. Jezebel was surrounded by eunuchs. Ashpenaz makes you Jezebel’s slave. Ashpenaz promotes the sprinkled, not the immersed. Ashpenaz promotes those who have been touched by God, not those who are immersed in God. The spirit of Babylon will emasculate  you – the end result is infertility(UNPRODUCTIVITY). The best of the church – the very elect – become eunuchs.
EXTRACT FROM TAYSIDE UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS-INTERNET
What is Klinefelters syndrome ?
Klinefelters syndrome is one cause of male hypogonadism, which results in the testes not working correctly and not producing testosterone hormone. It is a condition you are born with but it usually presents at puberty or if mild it may be many years before the problem is identified.
Chromosomes contain all the genes in each cell of the body. Healthy people have 46 chromosomes. Two of these are called the sex chromosomes, in women these are similar and called XX, whilst in men they are different and called XY. Men with Klinefelters syndrome have an extra chromosomes, normally just one extra X chromosome (i.e. 47 in all), although occasionally there can be more than one extra chromosome.
What symptoms may I have of hypogonadism due to Klinefelters Syndrome ? 
Delayed puberty 
Loss of libido - reduced interest in sexual activity 
Impotence 
Reduced facial hair - reduction in need to shave 
Tiredness 
Reduced muscle power and stamina 
Change in body shape - increased fat and breast development 
Infertility 
Osteoporosis - brittle bones resulting in fractures 
Depression and sometimes dissocial behaviour 
Early heart disease 
What other features are there in patients with Klinefelters syndrome ? 
Often associated with excess length of legs but normal arm length 
Minor bony abnormalities eg in hands and elbows 
Intellectual difficulties. This is by no means universal and partly relates to the number of extra chromosomes that individual may have 
Patients with Klinefelters syndrome appear to be at increased risk of: 
Lung disease eg chronic bronchitis, and therefore it is particularly important not to smoke 
Diabetes 
Underactive thyroid 
Breast cancer in a man 
Varicose veins 
What can be done for patienst with Klinefelters syndrome ? 
Testosterone replacement - to reduce the risks of most of the long-term complications associated with Klinefelters, enabling normal life expectancy (see hypogonadism) 
Surgery - for cosmetic problems 
Specialist follow-up: to monitor for long-term problems. 
THE GENETICS ARE THE WORD OF GOD. ALTERATION OF THE GENETICS PRODUCES EUNUCHS – JWS, SDA, AND UNITARIANISM.
5.  LANGUAGE CHANGE
4young men in whom there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick to understand, who had ability to serve in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the language and literature of the Chaldeans.
Babylon wants to change your language. THE WORD OF GOD DEPARTS FROM YOUR MOUTH. You become filled with the ideas and imaginations of the philosophy of this world.
6.  OWNERSHIP OF YOUR DIET
5And the king appointed for them a daily provision of the king's delicacies and of the wine which he drank, and three years of training for them, so that at the end of that time they might serve before the king.
Dan 1:8-16
8But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.
9Now God had brought Daniel into the favor and goodwill of the chief of the eunuchs.
10And the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, "I fear my lord the king, who has appointed your food and drink. For why should he see your faces looking worse than the young men who are your age? Then you would endanger my head before the king."
11So Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,
12"Please test your servants for ten days, and let them give us vegetables to eat and water to drink.
13"Then let our appearance be examined before you, and the appearance of the young men who eat the portion of the king's delicacies; and as you see fit, so deal with your servants."
14So he consented with them in this matter, and tested them ten days.
15And at the end of ten days their features appeared better and fatter in flesh than all the young men who ate the portion of the king's delicacies.
16Thus the steward took away their portion of delicacies and the wine that they were to drink, and gave them vegetables. (NKJ)
1 Cor 10:18-21
18Observe Israel after the flesh: Are not those who eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar?
19What am I saying then? That an idol is anything, or what is offered to idols is anything?
20Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons.
21You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord's table and of the table of demons. (NKJ)
Babylon wants to control your diet. Babylon wants you to eat the food offered to idols.  Diet determines your countenance (appearance, image).
Daniel understood this was tantamount to idolatry - oneness with demons.
The food of Babylon distorts your image. 
DIET OF THE FALSE CHURCH
1. DISPENSATIONALISM
· Futurism
· Rapture
· Israel idolatry
· Temple idolatry
· Return to animal sacrifices etc.
2. MUSIC IS WORSHIP
3. MANIFESTATIONS >VOICE(HARLOT IN THE WILDERNESS)
4. ISOLATION IS ACCEPTABLE
5. GIFTS >GIVER
6. TRADITIONS
7. DATING
8. ATTIRE DETERMINES ANOINTING- SEE “FLAMBOYANCE”
9. BUILDING IS THE CHURCH
10. DEMOCRACY – SEE ILLEGITIMATE GOVT. SYSTEMS
11. DOCUMENTAL VALIDATION SEE “DENOMINATIONALS”
This diet has altered the countenance of believers. They no longer represent Christ on the earth – they represent the confusion of Babylon.
7. NAME CHANGE
6Now from among those of the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.
7To them the chief of the eunuchs gave names: he gave Daniel the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-Nego.
Babylon wants to change your name.
· DANIEL CHANGED TO BELTESHAZZAR
Meaning: God is my judge, or judge of God (christianAnswers.net)
Dan’i el  -  My judge is God(JACKSON)
Bel te shaz’zar   Lord of the straitened treasure (Jackson)
Belteshazzar, who lays up treasures in secret (Hitchcock)
Meaning: Beltis protect the king!
· HANANIAH TO SHADRACH
Meaning: Jehovah has given(christiananswers.net)
Hananiah, grace; mercy; gift of the Lord
Han a ni’ah  -  The grace of Jah
Sha’drach  -  The breast was tender(JACKSON)
Shadrach, tender, nipple (HITCHCOCK)
Meaning: Aku's command, the Chaldean name given to hananiah.
Aku -The name of a god of the moon, meaning "moon", in Babylonian mythology
· MISHAEL TO MESHACH
Mishael – who is like God (christiananswers.net)
Mishael, who is asked for or lent (HITCHCOCK),
Meshach, that draws with force
Me’shach   Waters of quiet: who is what thou art? Biting
This was probably the name of some Chaldean god.
· AZARIAH TO ABEDNEGO
Meaning: whom Jehovah helps (christiananswers.net)
Azariah, he that hears the Lord (Hitchcock)
Az a ri’ah   Helped of Jah (Jehovah)(Jackson) 
Meaning: servant of Nego = Neb( still seen at Birs Nimrud. A statue of Nebo found at Calah, where it was set up by Pul, king of Assyria, is now in the British Museum.
A bed’ne go   Servant of brightness (Jackson)
Abednego, servant of light; shining (Hitchcock)

Babylon wants to change your names. Hebrew names were prophetic of destiny. The name of a person reflects the character of a person. Babylon wants to alter your identity. All the Hebrew names were intrinsically related to the character of God. The change in name was intended to distort identity and image. If the food did not do it the name you hear – because faith comes by hearing – will distort you and your belief system about yourself.
The system of Babylon wants to make you after the image of demons. The new names given referred to the Babylonian gods.
THE SPIRIT OF BABYLON WANTS TO DISTORT YOUR IDENTITY. IT IS THE ENEMY OF EXACT REPRESENTATION.
2. MORE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SPIRIT OF BABYLON FROM LAMENTATIONS 4 AND 5
JEREMIAH
The major prophet during the decline and fall of the southern kingdom of Judah and author of the Book of Jeremiah. He prophesied during the reigns of the last five kings of Judah.
As Jeremiah predicted, the nation of Judah was eventually punished by God because of its sin and disobedience. In 587 B. C. Jerusalem was destroyed and the leading citizens were deported to Babylon. Jeremiah remained in Jerusalem with a group of his fellow citizens under the authority of a ruling governor appointed by Babylon. But he was forced to seek safety in Egypt after the people of Jerusalem revolted against Babylonian rule. He continued his preaching in Egypt <Jeremiah 43--44>. This is the last we hear of Jeremiah. There is no record of what happened to the prophet during these years of his ministry.
In the New Testament (KJV) Jeremiah was referred to as Jeremy <Matt. 2:17; 27:9> and Jeremias <Matt. 16:14>.
 (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)
(Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
Lam 4:1-2
1How the gold has become dim! How changed the fine gold! The stones of the sanctuary are scattered at the head of every street.
2The precious sons of Zion, valuable as fine gold, how they are regarded as clay pots, the work of the hands of the potter!(NKJ)
JEREMIAH IS SITTING IN THE DEBRIS OF JERUSALEM AND DESCRIBING THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY AFTER NEBUCHADNEZZAR INVADED.
NEBUCHADNEZZAR – “confusion in the abode of treasure.”
The scene Jeremiah describes pictures a church invaded by a Babylonian spirit of confusion. THIS IS A PICTURE OF A WORLDLY CHURCH, AN INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF GOD.
1.   LOSS OF LUSTRE
Lam 4:1
How the gold has become dim! How changed the fine gold! The stones of the sanctuary are scattered at the head of every street.(NKJ)
Gold, silver and precious stones express the quality of legitimate believers.  The church is a golden city(Revelations). Valid believers are pictured by gold, to symbolize endurance, value, beauty etc.
Rev 21:10
And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,(NKJ)
Rev 21:18
The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.(NKJ)
The word “dim”.
OT:6004
`amam --
to dim, to darken, to grow dark 
a) (Qal) to dim, to eclipse, to be held dark 
b) (Hophal) to be dimmed, to grow dark 
 (from The Online Bible Thayer's Greek Lexicon and Brown Driver & Briggs Hebrew Lexicon, Copyright (c)1993, Woodside Bible Fellowship, Ontario, Canada. Licensed from the Institute for Creation Research.)
Picture of legitimate believers, once radiant now darkened.
Once reflecting the glory, now eclipsing the glory.
Loss of lustre
Darkened 
Overshadowed
No polisher
Cannot shine
From attractive to unattractive.
The light of the gold has vanished.
BELIEVERS HAVE LOST THEIR LIGHT.
· An elder assaults another elder of a church in public and smashes his car with a base ball bat - other pastors support him. LOSS OF LOVE.
· Deceptive healings – patient on stretcher because she is weak with cancer – when she was picked up to walk,  the crowd was hysterical and called it a healing, and said what is next? A mob declares the healing valid. Or a patient brought on a wheel chair, because of weakness. When picked up, the crowd went into hysterical applause- everyone called it a healing and ran after the preacher. LOSS OF INTEGRITY.
· Blind old Christian lady, cared for by Hindu neighbours, because she was abandoned by her own Christian children. LOSS OF GOOD WORKS.
· A Church boasts that it is the biggest and the fastest growing church in the neighbourhood. LOSS OF HUMILITY.
· Pray for the unemployed to get a job. Then never see them come to church again after they get a job. They served God better when they were unemployed. LOSS OF TESTIMONY.
2. ABSENCE OF JOINING
Lam 4:1
How the gold has become dim! How changed the fine gold! The stones of the sanctuary are scattered at the head of every street.(NKJ)
Believers are everywhere but not organized. Organized religion vs. organized believers. Folk want to belong to the invisible church, not the visible one. Don’t get offended with the church – join the church that offends you.
No stable relationships – absence of covenantal FRIENDSHIP
The house is not established.
There is no joint fitting.
Decrease in the corporate anointing.
A pile of bricks
THE STONES ARE ALONE.
3. GOD’S HAND TO MAN’S HAND
Lam 4:2
The precious sons of Zion, valuable as fine gold, how they are regarded as clay pots, the work of the hands of the potter!(NKJ)
From a golden vessel to a clay pot.
The sons of zion have become the victims of human design.
God’s plan was to upgrade – to bring you to 24 carats.
The believer is degraded to a clay pot under human potters.
A LEADERSHIP THAT MAKES DISCIPLES AFTER ITSELF – A LEADERSHIP THAT DOES NOT WANT TO SEE THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST IN THE SONS OF ZION.
FROM LOSS OF LUSTRE TO LOSS OF VALUE.
There is a leadership that makes God’s people worthless.
Fine gold to clay pots:
· loss of value
· fragile 
· precious to common
· admiration to abuse
· from ornament to instrument of labour.
· from sons to slaves
Jer 18:1-3
1The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying:
2"Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause you to hear My words."
3Then I went down to the potter's house, and there he was, making something at the wheel.(NKJ)
4. ABSENCE OF MENTORING
Lam 4:3
Even the jackals present their breasts to nurse their young; but the daughter of my people is cruel, like ostriches in the wilderness.(NKJ)
Animals have a better value system than man,
The jackal (an animal of cunning and deception) shows a higher value system than the leaders of the church.
Everything is being done for the sheep and the lambs besides feeding.
The fathers are not nurturing the sons.
5. UNSATISFIED THIRST AND HUNGER
Lam 4:4
The tongue of the infant clings to the roof of its mouth for thirst; the young children ask for bread, but no one breaks it for them.(NKJ)
There is hunger and thirst but no one wants to do the feeding. The inference is that bread is available but no one wants to feed (teach).
Leadership is busy with distractions- 
Social visitation, thanks giving ceremonies, weddings, funerals, natural feeding schemes, medical clinics – there is no time to deliver the spirit – filled word.
6. BEAUTY TO ASHES
Lam 4:5
Those who ate delicacies are desolate in the streets; those who were brought up in scarlet embrace ash heaps.(NKJ)
Those who pursued deep truths are now absent.
There is increasing superficiality.
Those who were once covered with scarlet (blood – life – word) are now covered in ashes (dirt – sin).
Are there ashes in your home – sin, curses – this is the ultimate picture of degradation and shame.
7. JUDGEMENT ON EXTERNALS
Lam 4:7-8
7Her Nazirites were brighter than snow and whiter than milk; they were more ruddy in body than rubies like sapphire in their appearance.
8Now their appearance is blacker than soot; they go unrecognized in the streets; their skin clings to their bones, it has become as dry as wood.(NKJ)
Num 6:2-13
2"Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'When either a man or woman consecrates an offering to take the vow of a Nazirite, to separate himself to the LORD,
3'he shall separate himself from wine and similar drink; he shall drink neither vinegar made from wine nor vinegar made from similar drink; neither shall he drink any grape juice, nor eat fresh grapes or raisins.
4'All the days of his separation he shall eat nothing that is produced by the grapevine, from seed to skin.
5'All the days of the vow of his separation no razor shall come upon his head; until the days are fulfilled for which he separated himself to the LORD, he shall be holy. Then he shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.
6'All the days that he separates himself to the LORD he shall not go near a dead body.
7'He shall not make himself unclean even for his father or his mother, for his brother or his sister, when they die, because his separation to God is on his head.
8'All the days of his separation he shall be holy to the LORD.
9'And if anyone dies very suddenly beside him, and he defiles his consecrated head, then he shall shave his head on the day of his cleansing; on the seventh day he shall shave it.
10'Then on the eighth day he shall bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of meeting;
11'and the priest shall offer one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering, and make atonement for him, because he sinned in regard to the corpse; and he shall sanctify his head that same day.
12'He shall consecrate to the LORD the days of his separation, and bring a male lamb in its first year as a trespass offering; but the former days shall be lost, because his separation was defiled.
13'Now this is the law of the Nazirite: When the days of his separation are fulfilled, he shall be brought to the door of the tabernacle of meeting.(NKJ)
The Nazirite was a picture of consecration to the lord. They are still around but not recognized – they have to shave often because of the contact with dead bodies-thus they are not recognized. A CHURCH THAT IS USED TO JUDGEMENT BASED ON EXTERNALS CAN NO LONGER DISCERN WHEN THE EXTERNAL EMBLEMS ARE REMOVED. THUS UNDER A BABYLONIAN INVASION TRUE MEN OF GOD CANNOT BE RECOGNIZED.
8. SLOW DEATH
Lam 4:9
Those slain by the sword are better off than those who die of hunger; for these pine away, stricken for lack of the fruits of the field.(NKJ)
This is a dying church – her death will not be noticed because it is slow.
There is a lack of the fruit of the spirit.
9. CANNIBALISM
Lam 4:10
The hands of the compassionate women have cooked their own children; they became food for them in the destruction of the daughter of my people.(NKJ)
In this season of trials, the carnal nature is violently activated.
Instead of nursing its own the church eats its own.
Believers are devoured by infighting, gossip and slander.
10. ENEMY ON THE INSIDE
Lam 4:12
The kings of the earth, and all inhabitants of the world, would not have believed that the adversary and the enemy could enter the gates of Jerusalem-(NKJ)
We lived in the security that the gates of hell will not triumph – the enemy came through the window of our distractions.
The enemy came through the window of our complacency, apathy and spectatorship. He came through the window of soccer, cricket and rugby.
THIS ENEMY IS THE WORLD IN THE CHURCH.
11. DECADENT LEADERSHIP
11.1 HATES THE JUST
Lam 4:13
Because of the sins of her prophets and the iniquities of her priests, who shed in her midst the blood of the just.(NKJ)
11.2 UNCLEAN
Lam 4:14-15
14
They wandered blind in the streets; they have defiled themselves with blood, so that no one would touch their garments.
15
They cried out to them, "Go away, unclean! Go away, go away, do not touch us!" When they fled and wandered, those among the nations said, "They shall no longer dwell here."(NKJ)
11.3 NOT WANTED
When they fled and wandered, those among the nations said, "They shall no longer dwell here."
11.4 NOT RESPECTED
Lam 4:16
The face of the LORD scattered them; he no longer regards them. The people do not respect the priests nor show favor to the elders.(NKJ)
11.5 NOT FAVOURED
Lam 4:16
The face of the LORD scattered them; he no longer regards them. The people do not respect the priests nor show favor to the elders.(NKJ)
12. SUPERIOR ENEMIES
Lam 4:18-19
18
They tracked our steps so that we could not walk in our streets. Our end was near; our days were over, for our end had come.
19
Our pursuers were swifter than the eagles of the heavens. They pursued us on the mountains and lay in wait for us in the wilderness.(NKJ)
13. INHERITANCE ABORTED
Lam 5:2
Our inheritance has been turned over to aliens, and our houses to foreigners.(NKJ)
14. PRECIOUS SONS TO ORPHANS
Lam 5:3
We have become orphans and waifs, our mothers are like widows.(NKJ)
15. MOTHERS TO WIDOWS
Lam 5:3
We have become orphans and waifs, our mothers are like widows.(NKJ)
16. COMMERCIALISATION OF WORD AND THE SPIRIT
Lam 5:4
4We pay for the water we drink, and our wood comes at a price.(NKJ)
17. NO REST
Lam 5:5
They pursue at our heels; we labor and have no rest.(NKJ)
18. STRENGTH GIVEN TO THE WORLD
Lam 5:6
We have given our hand to the Egyptians and the Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread.(NKJ)
19. VICTIMS OF TRADITIONS
Lam 5:7
Our fathers sinned and are no more, but we bear their iniquities.(NKJ)
20. SERVANTS ARE OVER THE SONS
Lam 5:8
Servants rule over us; there is none to deliver us from their hand.(NKJ)
21. ABSENCE OF DELIVERER(APOSTLE)
Lam 5:8
Servants rule over us; there is none to deliver us from their hand.(NKJ)
22. WORD IS IN THE WILDERNESS
Lam 5:9
We get our bread at the risk of our lives, because of the sword in the wilderness.
(NKJ)
23. BELIEVERS ARE NOT HOT, THEY HAVE A FEVER
Lam 5:10
Our skin is hot as an oven, because of the fever of famine.(NKJ)
24. CHURCH THAT IS PLUNDERED
Lam 5:11
They ravished the women in Zion, the maidens in the cities of Judah.(NKJ)
25. IMPOTENT SONS
Lam 5:12
Princes were hung up by their hands, and elders were not respected.(NKJ)
26. FLOW OF ANOINTING CEASED- ELDERS NOT RESPECTED. RECEPTION DETERMINES REWARD.
Lam 5:12
Princes were hung up by their hands, and elders were not respected.(NKJ)
27. FEMINISATION OF THE MEN
Lam 5:13
Young men ground at the millstones; boys staggered under loads of wood.
(NKJ)
28. CARRYING FIREWOOD
Lam 5:13
Young men ground at the millstones; boys staggered under loads of wood.(NKJ)
29. ABSENCE OF LEADERSHIP
Lam 5:14
The elders have ceased gathering at the gate, and the young men from their music.(NKJ)
30. JOY IS GONE
Lam 5:14
The elders have ceased gathering at the gate, and the young men from their music.(NKJ)
31. LOSS OF AUTHORITY
Lam 5:16
The crown has fallen from our head. Woe to us, for we have sinned!(NKJ)
32.  NO DISCERNING
Lam 5:17
Because of this our heart is faint; because of these things our eyes grow dim;
(NKJ)
Lam 4:6
The punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my people is greater than the punishment of the sin of Sodom, which was overthrown in a moment, with no hand to help her!(NKJ)
WHY?
Lam 1:9
Her uncleanness is in her skirts; she did not consider her destiny; therefore her collapse was awesome; she had no comforter. "O LORD, behold my affliction, for the enemy is exalted(NKJ)
LOSS OF DESTINY AND PURPOSE IS WORSE THAN HOMOSEXUALITY.
JEREMIAH SAW THE DESTRUCTION AND WAS ALL ALONE.
HE PROPHESIED DURING THE LAST 5 KINGS OF JUDAH.
HE WAS NOT TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY.
AN EVEN WORSE SCENARIO IS THE INABILITY TO DISCERN A CHURCH IN RUIN AS A RESULT OF WORLDLINESS.
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